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Readers select Duff’s as “WNY’s Best Chicken Wings’
p— '

BY JOSHUA MALONI
6M,/Managing Editor

Who has “WNY’s Best Chicken
Wings”?

That was the question we posed
to football fans throughout the
season as they rooted for the Buf-
falo Josh Allens. Nominees could
include restaurants, bars and
social clubs - and each had fan
support. But in the end, only one
wing could be king.

Readers chose Duff’s Famous
Wings (Sheridan Drive location).
They offered kudos for its top-
pings and sauces.

Some of the comments includ-
ed:

“Wings are large, meaty and
crispy style. Perfect Buffalo flavor
sauce served by a great, friendly
staff.”

“They are crispy and flavorful.”

“The tastiest wings you will
ever have.”

“They are huge.”

“Cannot wait to go back again!”

Manager Jeff Feather said
Duff’s deliciousness lies in its de-
tails.

“A lot of it is our sorting pro-
cess,” he explained. “We have
guys who their job for the day is
to go through boxes of chicken
wings and hand-sort them, and
get ones out that we don’t deem
to be quality enough for us. I
think that’s a big reason. And just

Love is in the air.

our general cooking process and,
obviously, our sauce is great.”

While the past two years have
been particularly challenging
for every restaurant, bar and so-
cial club, those serving chicken
wings also had to deal with sup-
ply problems.

“It's definitely been tough,”
Feather said. “It was toughest
when there was a shortage and
we would order 40 cases, say, and
we’d get 20 of them. But now sup-
ply’s there; the price is still high.

“Unfortunately, we held back
on raising our prices as long as
we could, but we did have to do
that. So, as it affects us, unfor-
tunately it also goes on to affect
the consumer. But we’re sticking
with our process. It’s the same.
Getting rid of just as many wings
as we always have. And we're not
using a lower-quality product.”

Readers said Duff’s serves the

best wings. Feather said Duff’s
has the best patrons.

“They’re loyal,” he said. “I
mean, throughout the pandemic,
they've definitely helped us. It’s
been great. “During the takeout-
only era — right at the beginning
of the shutdown - on Friday and
Saturday nights we would have
two- to three-hour waits to get
takeout orders. People were wait-
ing every minute of it, and happy
to do so. It was great to see.”

Duff’s famously serves a slid-
ing scale of flavors, ranging from
mild to medium (which is hot),
medium hot (very hot) to hot
(very, very hot), all the way to
“Death Sauce.” Other choices in-
clude barbecue and spicy barbe-
cue. The restaurant has T-shirts
defining the options.

“I like medium light,” Feather
said. “Occasionally if | want a little
spice, I'll have up to the super-hot.

But medium light, to me, has the
best combination of having heat
there, while also having a really
good flavor to it.”

The winning Duff’s is located
at 3651 Sheridan Drive, Amherst.
Call 716-834-6234 or visit www.
duffswings.com. Other local
Duff’s locations can be found in
Niagara Falls, Williamsville, Or-
chard Park and Depew. The chain
also has locations in Texas and
Canada.

About the Entries

More than 40 establishments
received reader votes.

Finishing in second place is
Sawyer Creek Hotel, located at
3264 Niagara Falls Blvd. (corner
of Nash Road), North Tonawa-
nda. It boasts “awesome wings”
that “taste great, sauce is awe-
some, perfectly crisp!” There’s
“excellent wing sauce and always
perfectly fried.”

Third place belongs to Judi’s
Lounge Bar & Grill, at 2057 Mili-
tary Road, Niagara Falls. Wings
here are “Big, thick and juicy.”
“The sauce is delicious ... always
cooked perfect!” “Their hot wings
have amazing flavor.”

Rounding out the top 5 is Mall-
witz’s Island Lanes on Grand Is-
land, Lewiston’s Apple Granny
and Old Greenwalls in Niagara
Falls (tie).

Want to see your favorite eatery
take the top spot? Make sure you
vote in our food contests — and
you can enter to win prizes, too.
Visit www.wnypapers.com to learn
more.

e Congratulations to contest
voters Helen Schimschack and
Raymond Jackson, who each won
a pair of gift certificates in our
“WNY’s Best Chicken Wings”
contest.

SpieadithellovelthisiValentinefs

Have a special someone you want to recognize this Valentine’s Day? Make their day by sharing a message in this newspaper and on our website.

Submit a note of up to 250 words - for free — and we will share that greeting with the community. Photos are great, too.

Want to celebrate a cherished friend, team, place or pet? That’s OK! Whoever - or whatever you love — celebrate and share that affection this year.
Just state who you want to recognize.

Send your messages to josh@wnypapers.com.

Find complete rules online on our website, www.wnypapers.com.

NFP'S FAMOUS ‘BEST FISH FRY" CONTEST RETURNS

Fish fry season has begun again
— and we want to know where to
eat!

Meatless Fridays are much
better when you can order a
fish fry from Apple Granny, The
Beach House, Roman Cafe or
any one of Western New York’s

finest restaurants.

But if you could choose only
one, where would you go?

As part of Niagara Frontier Pub-
lications’ annual “Best Fish Fry”
contest, vote for the restaurant
serving your favorite fish fry. The
eatery with the most votes will be
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With This Ad. Good Until 2/28/22
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Our Friday
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Homemade Soups & Chili « Beef on Weck
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featured in The Niagara County
Tribune/Sentinel and Island Dis-
patch, with additional content
posted at www.wnypapers.com.
Voting begins Saturday, Feb. 5,
and will conclude Sunday, April 3.
Vote and find rules online; or fill
out an entry form found in one of

525 or more
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our newspapers in coming weeks.
Send the entry back to NFP at
1859 Whitehaven Road, Grand Is-
land, NY 14072.

When you cast a vote telling us
which restaurant offers the fresh-
est catches served in the tastiest
batter, you'll be entered to win a

One Coupon

fish fry for two, or a general food
gift certificate, courtesy of an
area restaurant.

One winner will be selected
each week by random draw and
notified by phone or email.

Good luck, and happy eating!

Village Diner
425 Main St., Youngstown * 716-745-9858
~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~

MON CLoSED NEW HOURS*
TUE 6AM-2PM* - Spaghetti and Meatballs,
Chicken Parm, Eggplant Parm, Penne Parm
WED 6AM-2PM* - Meatloaf, Hot Roast Beef
Sandwich or Fish - Battered, Breaded, Baked
THURS 6AM-2PM* - Chicken & Biscuits or Fish
FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches,
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder
SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eggs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu

Check us out on FACEBOOK - Become a fan
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